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20-year-old basketball player Devin McMurtry is also an academic star. 
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Class launches 
protest of Bill C-45
BRIAN HORSTEAD photo
Students from Langara’s aboriginal community development course protest Bill C-45,Wednesday
By Brian Horstead
Instead of having to write a final 
exam, students in one Langara class 
were asked to stage a protest for 
marks. 
The aboriginal community develop-
ment course held a silent demonstra-
tion on campus yesterday hoping that 
the unorthodox assignment would ben-
efit students looking for practical expe-
rience organizing community events.
The demonstration was in response 
to the Jobs and Growth Act referred to 
as Bill C-45 which opponents say limits 
protection of Canada’s protected wa-
terways. The so-called omnibus bill 
also helped spark the aboriginal-led 
Idle No More protest movement. 
Course instructor Justin Wilson said 
the goal of the protest assignment was 
to get students to apply what they 
learned in order to cause real social 
change. 
 “We can talk about the different ap-
proaches that aboriginal people have 
taken to community development, but 
it’s another thing all together for them 
to do it,” Wilson said.
Students enjoyed the grassroots as-
pect of organizing their own demon-
stration.
 “They enjoy that they’re doing a 
practical community development ex-
ercise as opposed to just learning in 
class,” said Lara Terlaak, a student in 
the course and one of three designated 
group leaders.
Having a group project as the last as-
signment was fitting said Allysa Paul, 
another student in the course.
 “Aboriginal communities are based 
on working together, trusting and help-
ing each other,” she said. 
In order to receive a good grade on 
this project. Attendance was mandato-
ry, of course. We also had to do a lot of 
background research as to what [Bill 
C-45] meant,” Paul said.
By Garin FaHlman 
The U-Pass program will now cost 
students $20 more per year and will be 
extended three more years. 
  The provincial government is com-
mitting $34.5 million to TransLink to 
offset costs for providing students with 
highly discounted transit passes
140,000 post-secondary students are 
provided with U-passes. 
Prices will start at $35 in May 2013 
under the new agreement. Students 
voted to increase the price to $36.75 in 
2014 and to $38 in 2015. Students will 
still save between $56 and $135 every 
month over those three years.
“U-Pass BC provides tremendous 
value for our students,” said Trans-
Link CEO Ian Jarvis in a press release 
Saturday. “We are encouraging stu-
dents to adopt transit as an effective 
choice subsequent to graduation.” 
“We are proud to see the continua-
tion of a program as beneficial to stu-
dents as U-Pass BC has proved to be,” 
said Arzo Ansary, Kwantlen Student 
Association exter-
nal affairs coordi-
nator. “The contin-
uation of affordable 
and accessible 
transit services en-
sures increased 
ridership, which is 
a goal we as stu-
dent leaders strive 
for.”
Veronica Guz-
man, a first-year 
Langara student 
enjoys the U-Pass program and chose 
Langara partly because it was one of 
the schools that offered it. “I am will-
ing to pay the increased price honestly, 
because I would be paying a lot more 
otherwise,” said Guzman.
Despite the fact that the U-Pass pro-
gram will continue to save students 
money, some believe that the problem 
isn’t the cost. “I hate that it’s forced as 
part of our tuition,” said Guzman. “My 
boyfriend has a car. Why does he have 
to pay? He should be able to opt out.”
Stephanie Chu, a Langara student 
attending her second semester, doesn’t 
use her U-Pass and wishes she didn’t 
have to pay for it. “I live really close so 
I don’t use the pass all that much. I 
wish they’d give me a choice. The price 
increase is really not beneficial to me.”
Despite the increases, the program 
hopes to still expand further and pro-
vide B.C. students with affordable, uni-
versal transit for all students.
Bill C-45 which opponents say limits protection 
for waterways brings Idle No More to campus
CONCERNS ABOUT 
Bill C-45’s 
CHANGES TO: 
 
•the Indian Act.
  
•Navigation Protec-
tion Act (former 
Navigable Waters 
Protection Act).
  
•Environmental 
Assessment Act.
source: Xop 6 on 6 xop xop xop
IDLE NO 
MORE
U-Pass 
here to 
stay
U-pass program will be 
offered to students for the 
next three years, says 
provincial government 
By PUneet dHami
The Bollywood stars have started 
rolling in for the Times of India Awards 
taking place on April 6.
YVR has its security tight while fans 
await their favourite stars from India. 
Most of the fans are attending the 
awards night but couldn’t wait to see 
the stars up close when they land. 
“I work here [YVR], so when I heard 
they were coming I thought I’d come 
see them [stars],” said Tourism Coun-
selor, Sharleen Ali. 
“I am very excited to see them so 
glad they picked B.C. as their destina-
tion.”
Fans do not know who is flying in but 
they’ve been guessing. The flights are 
scheduled for different times during 
the week.
Ranganathan Madhavan flew in 
first, he’s most famously known for 
starring in movies like 3 Idiots and 
Tanu Weds Manu. 
“This is my first time here in Van-
couver, very nice,” said Madhavan. 
“I loved him in 3 idiots,” said a fan 
Simrin Kang.
Kang with her friend Anup Sangha 
love Bollywood and are excited for the 
awards show on Saturday. 
“I’m excited to see Shahrukh Khan, 
he’s my favourite actor,” said Kang. 
“It’s definitely a once in a life time ex-
perience being here.”
Kang is excited to dress up for the 
awards night and will be wearing a 
dress with some Indian jewelry. 
“John Abraham landed yesterday. 
We wanted to see him but found out to-
day that he landed [already],” said 
Kang. 
“I’ve never been to a red carpet 
event, so this is exciting,” said a fan 
Alia Khan. “We have floor seats on Sat-
urday.” 
Boman Irani, who will be hosting the 
Awards arrived today. 
Singers Shalmali Kholgade and Ka-
vita Seth are excited fans themselves-
who will also be presenting some musi-
cal features at the awards night 
“This is my first time here to per-
form, excited to also be nominated,” 
said Seth. “I live, breathe and eat mu-
sic.” 
Seth provided her fans with a small 
performance while signing autographs. 
“We love you,” chanted fans Jaiden 
Dua, Divya Sath and Tanya Wasson.
Fans waited for hours to see their fa-
vourite stars and will continue to camp 
out throughout the week. 
Stars 
come to 
town 
Fans of Bollywood are 
lined up to meet India’s 
biggest stars as they arrive
in town for awards show
U-PASS
Dispenser
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Generic drugs less expensive
Visible  
minorities  
to become 
majority 
by 2031
New UBC study suggests 
that Caucasians will make 
up 40 per cent of the area’s 
population in two decades
Government act sets lower costs for no-name pharmaceuticals, but 
some are concerned quality will be sacrificed to keep prices down
North Korean aid groups provide help to citizens
With tensions escalating 
between the two countries, 
more and more are being 
affected by the conflict
By NIALL SHANNON
  
Tensions are increasing between North and South Korea and many groups are working to provide aid 
to those affected within the region. 
Promoting Understanding of North 
Korea (PUNK) is a student group 
founded at UBC that raises awareness 
about the suffering of the average 
North Korean citizen.
According to Brian Chung, founder 
of the organization, the group is non-
political, and focuses on the humani-
tarian side of the North Korea situa-
tion.
“[The mass] media often focuses and 
engages in war, politics and so on,” he 
said. “Because of this kind of focus, the 
lack of understanding the humanitari-
an side exists.”
Current PUNK president Brendan 
Baek said this attitude also exists in the 
student population at UBC, but the 
group is working to change students’ 
perceptions.
“We’re a source for humanitarian 
news that the student population nor-
mally doesn’t have access to,” he said.
North Koreans suffer from acute 
food shortages, with two to three mil-
lion children regularly unable to re-
ceive the necessary amounts of daily 
nutrients, according to United Nations’ 
reports. 
Liberty in North Korea (LiNK) is a 
North American-based group that rais-
es both money and awareness for those 
wishing to escape North Korea.
“The main issue is that the country 
is run by an authoritarian dictator-
ship,” said Kevin Lee, former president 
of the UBC chapter of LiNK. “People 
are stripped of their freedom, their lib-
erty, the things we take for granted to-
day.” 
Lee said poverty and hunger issues 
often go unreported in the mainstream 
media.
“These people don’t have religious 
freedom, they don’t have political free-
dom,” he said. 
“They can’t voice their opinions and 
thoughts.”
LiNK has rescued 129 refugees so 
far, according to the group’s website, 
with 41 refugees being reunited with 
their families. The organization esti-
mates it costs $2,500 to rescue someone 
from North Korea. 
Vancouver-based First Steps works 
to promote healthy eating and drinking 
in North Korea. The Christian develop-
ment organization provides over 80,000 
children with soy milk every day.
WIKIMEDIA photo
The price of generic-brand drugs will continue decreasing under the Pharmaceutical Services Act implemented by the province. 
By HAILey McDONALD
G
eneric drugs are cheaper than 
they used to be, thanks to the 
Pharmaceutical Services Act.
The provincial government 
implemented the first phase of the act 
this month, making no-name pharma-
ceutical drugs 28 per cent cheaper than 
their brand-name equivalents. The 
price is expected to decrease further 
next year. 
The act allows the government to set 
a maximum price  that drug companies 
can charge for generic pharmaceuti-
cals. 
“Thanks to this regulation, B.C. fam-
ilies will pay less at the till when they 
fill their prescriptions,” said Health 
Minister Margaret MacDiarmid in a 
government press release. 
According to the same press release, 
generic drugs have the “same quality, 
strength, purity and stability as their 
brand name equivalents and are made 
to the same strict standards.”
However, since drug companies will 
not be compensated by the government 
for the price difference.
“These people are not scientists or 
medical people. They’re politicians,” 
said pharmacist Edward Thorpe. “They 
say things that aren’t necessarily 
true.” 
Thorpe, who works at Kripps Phar-
macy, said generic brands generally 
aren’t made with the same quality that 
their more expensive equivalents are. 
“The tendency is if you’re getting 
less money for something, you tend to 
neglect it,” he said. 
“For example, the companies may 
not want to even produce it if it’s cheap-
er, let alone produce it with the same 
quality and care.” 
However, a spokesman for the Minis-
try of Health said that drug quality will 
not change as a result of the price drop.
“[Drug companies] have the same 
safety requirements under Health Can-
ada,” said Ryan Jabs. 
“They’d be responsible to provide 
[their product] at the same level of 
quality.”
General studies student Jesse Ho-
lowati said she has always been more 
inclined to go for the cheaper options 
when filling prescriptions. 
“I always get the cheaper brand [of 
birth control] even though there’s a 
more popular brand name version,” 
she said. 
Holowati thought the government 
should use more effective advertising 
tactics to inform low-income people of 
these new affordable initiatives. 
By ANGIe HOLUBOWIcH
It’s no secret that Metro Vancouver is a region of immigrants, but now a re-cent study has shown their demo-
graphic will completely overtake the 
European-Canadian population in two 
decades.
European-Canadians will make up 
only 40 per cent of the Lower Main-
land by the year 2031, according to 
projections done by University of Brit-
ish Columbia geographer Daniel 
Hiebert for Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Canada.
About 60 per cent of the population 
will be composed of people from South 
and west Asian, Chinese, Filipino and 
Korean backgrounds.
And while dealing with diversity is 
nothing new in the Lower Mainland, 
such sweeping demographic changes 
are making some locals uneasy.
Sara Patton has lived in Vancouver 
for 34 years and while her experience 
with immigrants have generally been 
positive, cultural differences have 
caused tension.
In her experience, that friction has 
been felt most during business ven-
tures.
“There can be culture clashes during 
contract negotiations – this can be a 
strain sometimes,” said Patton, who op-
erates a trucking company.
Furthermore, some of her European-
Canadian neighbours are apprehen-
sive about the idea of being the new 
visible minority.
“For me, immigration is generally 
quite positive. But such quick growth is 
bound to cause culture strain. I live in a 
sea side town [White Rock] with a 
large senior population,” said Patton. 
“Older folks can find it quite intimidat-
ing, and are very vocal about it. Some-
times, I feel like I’m watching an ‘All in 
the Family’ rerun.”
Others however, were indifferent to 
the study’s findings. 
“In some parts of town we’ve [Euro-
pean Canadians] been the minority for 
decades already,” said Andra Norton, a 
lifetime resident of Vancouver. “It’s not 
a new thing.
“The only impact as far as I’m con-
cerned is past tense: the huge influx of 
Asian wealth buying up properties 
here,” Norton said. 
“I think that had a huge amount to 
do with the unaffordability of Vancou-
ver property and we’re still dealing 
with the repercussions.”
And while cultural tension is inevi-
table when a region is subject to in-
creased immigration, there are ways to 
address it, according to Queenie Choo, 
the CEO of S.U.C.C.E.S.S., an immigra-
tion work placement service.
If cities can integrate immigrants in-
stead of keeping them separate in eth-
nic enclaves, cultural tension can be 
kept to a minimum, according to Choo.
“I think one of the most important 
things is to not segregate them,” she 
said. 
“The 
tendency 
is, if you’re 
getting less 
money for 
something, 
you tend to 
neglect it.
eDWARD THORPe
pharmacist
NO fReeDOM Of 
SPeecH
The only voice permitted 
inside the country is the 
regime’s voice.
PRISON cAMPS
Five political prison 
camps hold an estimated 
150,000 to 200,000 
inmates
RefUGee cRISIS
It is illegal to leave the 
country without state 
permission.
Source: http://libertyin-
northkorea.org/
North 
Korea in 
crisis
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By KELCI NICODEMUS
Langara students feel unaffected by the April 1st tax change from the HST to PST and GST. 
Student Anna Nastiuk said she 
doesn’t know much about the new tax 
change, but feels that it PST will please 
people.
“People will be happier [with the 
PST] as a general,” said Nastiuk.
Two years ago 55 per cent of British 
Columbians voted in favour of scrap-
ping the HST for the PST and GST.
Nastiuk said that she was unsure 
about the effect the change will have on 
her as a student.
“Maybe my grocery bill will go down 
slightly, but I don’t k now if it will be 
that much of an impact,” she said.
Nastiuk feels that the new tax 
change will affect small businesses 
negatively over the positive effects it 
could have on students.
“My aunt works for a small business 
and she was saying that going back and 
forth between HST and PST, it costs 
small businesses a lot of money with 
things like changing the tills to accept 
either tax,” she said.
Nicolas Torrado, who is also an ac-
counting student, agrees that PST will 
be more of small business issue, but 
he’s in support of the PST because of 
some of the small benefits students will 
gain.
University transfer student Sadie 
Stephens said she has no problem pay-
ing any kind of tax, but is glad that the 
tax has changed back.
“I feel like HST wasn’t really fair, be-
cause nobody wanted it.”
As for stores around campus, Mark 
Adams, director of ancillary services, 
said the bookstore has yet to feel any 
effect.
“As far as the store and operation is 
concerned, it’s neutral,” said Adams.
Adams said that the tax changeover 
was quick and was done in half an hour 
yesterday morning.
“Most everything is the same as it 
was with the HST,” said Adams, who 
said that the price of textbooks would 
be the same.
ORGANIZE
Plan ahead, research 
about future employer, 
have questions and 
resume ready to go
NETWORK
Maintain contact with 
people in your work field, 
offer advice,  join 
meet-ups
DRESS FOR 
SUCCESS
Suit up, look professional
BE ON TIME
Being timely has never 
been out of fashion
Career 
tips ‘n tricks
By MARIE-ANDREE DEL CID
In promotion of the upcoming Accel-erate Career Expo, the marketing special events planning class held 
the Commerce Carnival on April 2nd at 
Langara.
The carnival’s purpose is to encour-
age students to prepare for the work 
force and to gain valuable employment 
resources for the real world. 
This event is held for third and 
fourth year students to learn how to 
impress future employers. 
The marketing class put the carnival 
together with three project managers, 
Melissa Williams, Emre O Gutcen and 
Melissa Arigonello.
“We came up with this as a team be-
cause we were playing off of the career 
fair aspect of the Accelerate Career 
Expo, so we thought ‘what better way 
than a carnival to promote a career 
fair?’ ” said project manager Melissa 
Williams. 
“We just wanted to create a fun at-
mosphere to get kids to come out and 
get involved and create awareness for 
the upcoming Accelerate Career Expo 
that is going to be held for next fall, as 
well as help give tips to be successful in 
the work force,” said Williams.
Some things students learn at the 
event could prepare them for the work 
force, like cleaning up their resume 
and learning how to dress for success. 
 As well as suiting up and having a 
professional appearance, students 
learn how to address the business 
world.
“Students should probably start 
looking for jobs before they graduate. 
Within a year before graduation you 
should start looking for a job and pre-
paring to be out on the work force,” 
said Williams. 
She also said that students with a 
lack of work experience should consid-
er internships. 
In the business world it’s all about 
networking and the people you know, 
agrees project manager Gutcen. 
“Maintaining in contact with people 
in your work field is vital, especially in 
Vancouver,” said Gutcen. 
“You definitely want to keep that 
connection and maintain a good rela-
tionship with that person because that 
could land you a job.”
All three project managers agree 
that students preparing for the work 
force need to cultivate good relation-
ships with employers.
They also need to follow up with con-
tacts and to continue to network.
The Accelerate Career Expo will be 
held on April 10 at the Vancouver Con-
vention Centre. 
Photo-Imaging 
snaps up prizes
Photography student and instructor 
are feted at BC Image Salon Awards
PST/GST 
no worry:
students  
End of HST will not make 
a big change to student 
purchasing of food, books 
and other learning tools
Commerce Carnival prepares students for career expo on April 10
Marketing students keen 
on preparing peers to 
perform better at job 
interviews, internships
MARIE-ANDREE DEL CID photo
Project manager Melissa Arigonello 
poses at one of theme booths at the 
Commerce Carnival.
By JAMES MCLAUGhLIN
A 
Langara photography student’s 
ability to capture life’s subtle 
beauty is receiving praise from 
the province’s industry leaders.
Jessica Luch, a first-year student, re-
ceived the B.C. awards for Best Student 
Portrait, Student Photographer of the 
Year and General Category from the 
Professional Photographers of Canada 
– awards typically given to second-year 
students.
The portrait Luch submitted is an in-
timate black-and-white featuring a 
woman loosely clothed with one side of 
her shirt falling below her bare breast.
“She’s super chill, really down to 
earth,” said Sydney Gregoire, the sub-
ject of Luch’s portrait photo. “Someone 
with such a keen eye for editorial work 
rarely has such a soft nature. It was 
pretty comfortable. Jessica just makes 
you laugh the whole time,” Gregoire 
said in an email.
Dave Scougal, an instructor at Lang-
ara who will be awarded a master’s de-
gree in photography during the Profes-
sional Photographers of Canada’s 
national convention in Vancouver on 
April 17, said Luch’s winning photo-
graph “Speed of Life” deserves the rec-
ognition it has received. 
The photograph is of a fluttering 
hummingbird sucking nectar from a 
flower in a sea of pastel colours. The 
bird is beautifully in focus, freezing a 
fleeting moment of nature.
“The composition, the choice of 
background, the depth of field, a lot of 
those technical choices that help the 
image have impact, which is the most 
important thing, she does very, very 
well,” said Scougal.
Although competitiveness can ap-
pear at odds with art, Scougal, an 
award-winning photographer, believes 
having work judged by a panel is bene-
ficial regardless of the result. 
“It’s nice to get an award, but some-
times when I learn the most is when I 
[submit] four images and all four of 
them don’t get anything but I get to 
talk to the judges about what went 
wrong,” said Scougal. 
Luch’s winning photos will be judged 
at the National Image Competition 
April 17 in downtown Vancouver. 
She could not be reached for com-
ment.
Photos clockwise from top: Jessica Luch’s Hypomania won Best Student 
Portrait, and Speed of Life won best Student General Award at the BC Image 
Salon Awards on Feb. 4, 2013. At the same event, Dave Scougal received the 
Langara Alumni Award for his photo Cheese! from the Professional Photog-
raphers of Canada.
By JESSE ADAMSON
 Vancouver’s Sikh community is cel-ebrating the Vaisakhi Day parade April 13 with food, traditional 
clothing and dancing in the street.
“My favourite part is the colours,” 
said Jaspreet Khurana, owner of 
Rokko’s Fabric on Fraser Street and 
46th Avenue. “Everybody is dressed 
quite festively. Also the food is great. 
Just the whole atmosphere is really 
fun.”
Millions around the world celebrate 
Vaisakhi Day to mark the Sikh New 
Year and to commemorate the birth of 
Sikhism in 1699. With one of the largest 
Sikh communities outside of India, the 
Lower Mainland’s Vaisakhi celebra-
tions are huge events.
The Vancouver parade starts at 11 
a.m. at the Ross Street Temple, moving 
along Southeast Marine Drive, up Main 
Street and then over to Fraser Street.
Khurana and other business owners 
look forward to the parade and the 
crowds it brings. 
 “We expect a lot of people to come in 
and take advantage of some special 
sales we have,” Khurana said. “People 
usually come by after the parade when 
they are still excited and they buy 
things.”   
“It’s a social and economic function,” 
added Kashmir Dhaliwal, a parade or-
ganizer from the Khalsa Diwan Society. 
“People from everywhere come here.”
About 20 floats will appear in the pa-
rade, and visitors will partake in tradi-
tional Bhangra dances, Dhaliwal said.
The parade is intended for people of 
all ages, and is open to all races and re-
ligions, he added.
Despite the large crowds, south Van-
couver restaurants don’t foresee any 
problems.
     “Everyone is usually very respect-
ful, we don’t usually have any prob-
lems,” said Yubraj Bathak, manager of 
All Indian Sweets Restaurant on Main 
Street. “A lot of people come in just to 
use the washroom.”
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By SERA AKDOGAN
Twenty-five pink ukuleles will sere-nade hundreds of dancing umbrel-las under the cherry blossom trees 
at the Burrard SkyTrain station this 
Thursday. 
The Cherry Jam Downtown Concert 
is the kickoff event for the Cherry Blos-
som Festival, starting April 4. It will 
feature fun outdoors events and music 
by students and instructors from Ru-
by’s Uke’s Ukulele School.
The founder and a teacher at the 
ukulele school, Daphne Roubini, calls 
the performances “a ukulele celebra-
tion of cherry blossoms.”
Ruby’s Uke’s 
students are going 
to be playing at 
Sakura Days Japan 
Fair, along with lo-
cal ukulele players 
in Vancouver. 
Their popular song 
for the season, 
“Sakura Sakura,” 
will be performed 
at the festival.
“We first had a 
workshop, then a 
rehearsal with the 
students from our 
school and players 
from the Vancouver Ukulele Circle,” 
Roubini said.
Tom Lee Music, which has agreed to 
donate eight ukuleles to the Cancer So-
ciety for every person that purchases a 
pink ukulele, also sponsors the event.
“I like the idea of cherry blossoms as 
a symbol of hope,” Roubini said. “Tom 
Lee has directed that we use pink uku-
leles for the cause.”
There will be 25 performers at the 
festival each day, and three different 
performances for a total of 75 ukulele 
players in total.
The ukulele performances start at 
noon on April 4 at Burrard SkyTrain 
Station, and 3 p.m. on April 6 and 7 at 
VanDusen Botanical Garden.
Dance performances are also 
planned. 
The World Umbrella Dance is a 
group of dancers who are crazy about 
cherry blossoms and dancing. They 
will be performing at the Cherry Jam 
on April 13, at the Vancouver Art Gal-
lery Plaza. 
Performances start at 12:45 p.m. and 
continue throughout the day.
Curiosities from around the 
globe shown at antiques fair
Shop owner’s collection includes broach made from human hair 
SANDIP RAKHRA photo
Tens of thousands turn out for food and dancing on 
49th Avenue at the Vaisakhi Day parade, last year.
The annual parade draws 
huge crowd to Main and 
Fraser streets every year 
for birth of Sikh religion
Thousands expected for Vaisakhi
By BRENNA BROOKS
A
ntiques are a way for people to 
connect with various cultures 
around the world. Heather Bak-
er, an antiques enthusiast, has 
travelled around the world collecting 
antique toys and other treasures for 
over 40 years and will be attending the 
upcoming Kerrisdale Antiques Fair.
The now bi-annual fair will be back 
for its 12 anniversary on April 13 and 
14. 
The fair is the largest event of its 
kind held in Vancouver contains over 
250 tables and booths, featuring an-
tique and vintage collectibles from the 
18, 19, and 20 centuries. 
Heather Baker, owner of Baker’s 
Dozen Antiques on Main Street, has 
been participating in the fair since its 
creation 12 years ago and said that she 
never goes home without buying two or 
three things herself, even though she is 
there to sell.
She said that antiques are a great 
deal because they can last for genera-
tions.
 “I like the quality, the colour and the 
beautiful way things are made,” said 
Baker. “They last forever and some of it 
is quite magical. It’s not stuff you see 
today.”
Heather McPherson, a sales clerk at 
Baker’s Dozen, said that antiques are a 
way for people to connect with their 
heritage. 
She shared the story of a young Sri 
Lankan man who recently bought a 
dagger from the store and said that the 
dagger would have been something 
worn by his great great grandfather.
McPherson also shared interesting 
mementos from Victorian times that 
they have in the store, which were 
made of human hair. 
The hair from loved ones, who had 
died, would be fastened in intricate de-
signs and then set in broaches.
Antiques are making a big come 
back; buying online isn’t as easy as it 
seems. 
“People realized that it’s very diffi-
cult and very disappointing to shop on-
line,” said Baker. 
“Often you get something that you 
really didn’t pay for.”
The fair is a great way for antique 
dealers and collectors to meet, and for 
a $7 admission, it’s an inexpensive fam-
ily outing.  
If you are unable to attend the events 
next weekend, the fair will be back 
again from Aug. 31 to Sept. 1 at the Ker-
risdale Arena.
25 strum their ukes as 
Umbrella Dancers perform 
for opening of Vancouver 
Cherry Blossom Festival
Pink ukuleles 
will kick off 
blossom fest 
“I like the 
idea of 
cherry 
blossoms 
as a sym-
bol of 
hope.
DAPHNE ROUBINI, 
UKULELE TEACHER
	 Baker’s Dozen 
Antiques 3520, 
Main St
	 Pierre’s Antiques 
5685, West Blvd
	 Upscale Garage 
Sale 3432 Dunbar 
St 
 Sugar Barrel 
Antiques 4609, 
Main St 
	
Antiques
near you
BRENNA BROOKS photo
Some of these weird and wonderful items from Baker’s Dozen Antiques can be seen at the Kerrisdale Antiques Fair Saturday, April 13. 
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Where to find green in the city
Even though Vancouver has over 200 parks, the city plans to  
expand green spaces and places for urbanites to be active outside.
Garin Fahlman
S
pring arrived suddenly last week with a 
beautiful sun-filled weekend that drove 
Vancouverites out of their homes and 
into the over 200 parks around the city 
to enjoy the outdoors.
Once March reaches its end, the outdoor 
season in Vancouver begins, and the green 
spaces in the city are flooded with people, with 
places like Stanley Park receiving up to 8 mil-
lion urban escapees.
Stanley Park has always proved very popu-
lar with its numerous activities, and the Van-
couver Park Board is taking some cues by ex-
panding more services and activities to its city 
parks.
Park Board Chair Sarah Blyth said that the 
city has been installing field houses in about 
ten parks around the city, which provide ven-
ues for local artists to become artists in resi-
dence and perform or display their art.
“ T h a t ’ s just one of our 
newer initia- tives. Something 
that’s also started is the 
s t r e e t - t o - park initiative, 
w h e r e neighbourhoods 
can elect to have their streets 
b e c o m e more green,” 
said Blyth. Five neighbour-
hoods that have identified 
as park deficient have 
started the program, such 
as Marpole and the Down-
town Eastside.
Waterside parks in Kitsilano now offer pad-
dle boarding, with watersports in general be-
ing in much higher demand around beach ar-
eas. “It’s just too bad there’s no more Coast 
Guard,” Blyth said.
While more activities will inevitably draw 
more people to the parks, there are still some 
heavily developed areas of the city that strug-
gle to provide enough green space for their 
residents.
“We are trying to expand more into South 
and East Vancouver, but its not easy,” said 
Blyth. “We certainly have enough green space 
right now.”
Park Board Commissioner Aaron Jasper 
said they are always looking to expand facili-
ties at parks, like sports fields.
People who are interested in visiting the 
most popular areas in Vancouver can take a 
stroll to Pigeon Park, Vancouver’s most dense-
ly populated park during sunny days.
 Nelson Park in the downtown core is a 
large, populated park that is popular in sum-
mer seasons.
Blyth said she hopes to see more people us-
ing parks this year, especially beaches. “I’ve 
grown up in apartments, and I know that liv-
ing in apartments means that nearby parks 
are important.”
Eating local and in season 
Puneet Dhami
Eating seasonal foods has consumer ben-
efits not just for personal health reasons but 
environmentally too. 
Foods grown in Vancouver or other plac-
es locally are proven to be more nutritious 
because they provide many benefits from 
consuming to growing. 
“Locally grown foods are more nutritious 
because they are grown locally and trans-
ported faster to retain the nutrition,” said 
Vancouver Winter Farmers Market’s Execu-
tive Director, Tara McDonald. 
The foods transported have a longer shelf 
life, meaning it’s more nutritious for con-
sumers. 
“There is not as much green gas house 
emissions,” said McDonald. 
There are winter season fruits and vegeta-
bles still in stock like apples, oranges and 
bananas that are grown on trees, they are 
available at local food markets for sale.
The spring season is welcoming leafy 
greens like green onions, swiss chard and 
kale.
All farmer’s market farmers are re-
quired to sign affidavits that notify the 
buyer that they are buying organic and 
locally.
“Your dollar stays with local produc-
ers and the growers community so the 
market is also benefiting,” said McDon-
ald. 
Locally grown foods can be bought 
from any farmer’s market, all farmer’s 
are there to answer questions. 
The farmer’s and producer’s can 
help with providing information on 
where the foods are grown, how they 
are brought, what are the benefits and 
even how to prepare them in meals. 
“They need to adhere to strict poli-
cies of not reselling and need to be 
grown by that person, said McDonald. 
Asking questions is the best tip Mc-
Donald provided to know about locally 
grown foods in the market. 
Cleanse 
away win-
ter blues
Doing a Spring cleanse is 
a great way to start think-
ing about what is going 
into your body
Kristen harPula
With beach season approaching, those 
also looking to “spring-clean” their 
body after overindulging during the 
holidays, a cleanse is a great option.
Spring cleanses come in all forms, 
and Bronwen Erickson from Gaia Gar-
den Herbal Dispensary said that if it’s 
your first time cleansing, it’s best to 
start with a gentle one and recom-
mends their Spring Cleanse tea, which 
despite it’s name, is safe enough to 
drink year-round.
“It has nourishing herbs and some 
gentle liver cleansers,” Erickson said. 
“It also has herbs to work with the kid-
neys and lymphatic system.” 
She said its important not to jump 
into a strong cleanse as you run the 
risk of going through what is called a 
“cleansing crisis,” where toxins come 
out of different areas, such as your 
skin and can make you feel really ill.
“If you’re just a little nauseous, 
that’s ok. But if you’re getting really 
sick from it, it shows that one of your 
eliminatory channels isn’t working 
properly,” she said. 
Whole Foods employee Vinnie, who 
also studied holistic nutrition (employ-
ees cannot give out their last name due 
to policy), said that the Wild Rose 
Herbal D-Tox 12-day cleanse is their 
bestseller and works great, but can 
take a toll on your body. 
While 12 days of cleansing can be in-
timidating, he advised that is just a 
guideline and taking a day off is fine as 
long as you continue eating healthy.
He also recommended First Cleanse 
by Renew Life as a good option for 
those that have not  done one before.
More people are wanting 
to eat local and in season 
foods for environmental 
and health reasons.
May/June
Asparagus, artichokes, cauliflower, cherries,English peas, fava 
beans, fresh herbs,green onions,lettuce,mustard greens, New 
potatoes, radishes, rhubarb, spinach, strawberries, turnips.
July
Apricots, beets, blueberries, broccoli,cabbage, carrots,celery      
cucumbers, garlic, tomatoes, peaches, summer sqaush, 
swiss chard, blackberries
More info@ www.eatlocal.org
Seasonal Produce Guide
Park Board 
Chair Sarah 
Blyth
Tanya Hill photos
Left to right:Kale is always in season in Vancouver.
An urban gardener prunes a fruit tree. 
Scan to find out what a local fruit looks like.
Wikimedia commons photo
Left to right: paddle boarding is a great 
way to get out into nature.
Running is a popular pastime  on Van-
couvers seawall.
Community gardens are a lovely place to 
hang out in the sun.
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Tell us.
Got a different point of view?
Write to us.
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theVoiceCan Derek Roy save Vancouver 
from their ongoing struggles?
A
sk any Canuck fan this year 
what the team needed from 
the trade deadline and the an-
swer was obvious: a second 
line centre. 
With Ryan Kesler making just a 
brief cameo appearance this year 
and Manny Malhotra placed on the 
injury reserve lest his vision fails 
him at the worst time, the Canucks 
have been thin down the middle. The 
second and third line pivot positions 
have been filled by players such as 
Andrew Ebbett, Jordan Schroeder, 
Mason Raymond and Alex Burrows. 
The Canucks were probably just an 
injury away from trying to deal Zack 
Kassian back to Buffalo for Cody 
Hodgson. 
Which is why Mike Gillis’ move to 
acquire Derek Roy from Dallas 
yesterday was welcome. More than 
a bargain bin pick-up, Roy has put 
up 449 points in 579 career NHL 
games. He has 22 points in 30 games 
this year while, according to Stars 
experts, playing superbly in his own 
zone. He is, in short, exactly what 
the Canucks needed to stabilize a 
forward group that has been 
depleted with injuries.
Even with Ryan Kesler due back 
sometime next week, the Canucks 
have seen their powerplay and goal 
production suffer, and so has their 
record. That, com-
bined with 
Minnesota’s 
resurgence, has 
meant the 
Canucks are 
going to be 
battling for the 
Northwest 
Division late in 
April instead of 
breezing to yet 
another division 
banner. 
Two years ago, the Canucks 
added Maxim Lapierre and Chris 
Higgins at the deadline and they 
propelled the team to 15, but 
tragically not 16, playoff wins. The 
Canucks hope that Roy can do the 
same this year and save a season 
that is slowly slipping away. 
To get him, the Canucks gave up a 
second round pick and blueline 
prospect Kevin Connauton, a 
steamboat-style offensive defense-
man in the mold of Kevin Bieksa. 
Connauton has seven goals and 25 
points for the Chicago Wolves this 
season and will likely make the NHL 
at some point in his career but his 
development has stalled over the 
last year or two. Between his lag and 
the Canucks’ dismal record making 
second round picks, it’s a decent 
price for a difference maker like Roy. 
If they can somehow bring him back 
next year without losing any 
significant cap casualties, it looks 
even better. 
It should be an interesting day 
today as the trade deadline kicks in 
at noon. The Canucks made it clear 
they weren’t done after acquiring 
Roy and subsquently sending 
Jordan Schroeder to Chicago. They 
finished second to the Rangers, ‘94 
style, in the Ryane Clowe sweep-
stakes and still have that social 
media maven Roberto Luongo to 
move. Even if nothing comes to 
fruition, Roy and a healthy Kesler 
can go a long way.
Can’t wait to see what the 
Canucks do today.
OPINION
RIChaRD hODGEs
Allergy sneezin’ is here to torment again
Tis the season to be sniffy and ir-ritable, again. Springtime is officially the 
season of allergies with beautiful 
flowers emitting their deadly pollen 
and Sunday afternoon lawn trim-
mings resulting in hay fever. 
We all have our weaknesses when 
it comes to the minor things in life: 
fainting when seeing blood, coming 
to school sick so we don’t fail, 
although there should be a bylaw 
forbidding this, and so on. 
When it comes to allergy season, I 
become that big, blubbering baby, 
curled up in bed, begging my 
boyfriend to call my mommy, or to 
hook my brain out of my nose like 
the ancient Egyptian method of 
exacerbation. 
Being allergic to antihistamines 
limits nearly all options for relief to 
about one in seven medications, and 
even then the risk is too high for 
comfort. 
However, all of this being said, I 
would rather suffer for roughly a 
month than fill my body up with 
medicines. 
The most 
common side 
effect for antihis-
tamines is 
drowsiness, 
which conse-
quently creates a 
time limit for 
when one is able 
gain some 
comfort, on top of 
blurry vision, dry 
mouth and 
moodiness. Why would I wish to 
take something that could possibly 
further my symptoms? 
The real kicker is that allergies 
are not strictly a genetic thing, 
although it is the most common 
cause. Over time, exposure to pollen, 
or certain foods, wears down the 
immune system, making a person 
more susceptible to having an 
allergic reaction.
Instead, relief can easily be found 
by drinking peppermint tea or hot 
water with lemon and honey. Even 
cold showers, as unpleasant as they 
seem in theory, and frequent hand 
washing will provide blissful relief 
from that feeling of having bugs 
under your skin. 
Also, if one has sinus issues, such 
as an infection or just blockage, 
leaning over top of a steaming pot of 
water and slowly breathing in 
through the nose helps relax and 
ease the rawness of the sinus 
passage, and allows one to blow 
their nose without sounding like an 
elephant. 
Thanks Mother Nature, for being 
so mind-numbingly wonderful. 
A new report states that caucasian people will become the visible mi-nority in Vancouver by the year 
2031. It’s great that there are different 
ethnicities coming to Vancouver be-
cause it will make the city diverse and 
more culturally enriching. After all, 
Canada promoted itself as a mosiac 
which encourages different ethnicities 
and cultures to unite individual cul-
tures and Canadian customs.
The report, written by University 
of British Columbia geographer 
Daniel Hiebert, the largest ethnic 
groups will be Chinese, Filipinos, 
Koreans and West Asians. 
Coming from an immigrant 
background, my parents have taught 
me how to embrace both cultures. 
My family is willing to embrace the 
Canadian culture as well as pre-
serve our Latin American culture. 
This means making an effort to 
learn English and 
embracing 
traditional 
customs and 
holidays from 
Canada. 
The failure to 
properly integrate 
could lead to a 
rise in racial 
issues similar to 
those that the 
United States 
have faced for decades. This rapid 
change in population can encourage 
segregation in certain communities, 
in which very few people embrace 
Canadian culture and decide not to 
learn English. People learn to stick 
to their own and cater to their own, 
which goes against the whole idea of 
a mosiac. 
Hiebert says a future with an 
ethnically segregated Metro 
Vancouver could go two ways. If 
ethnic groups are able to maintain 
stable levels of education and work 
as it is now, Vancouver should be 
fine. However, if ethnic groups face 
high unemployment rates and fail to 
integrate, it will will impact Vancou-
ver’s society on a much larger scale.
The mosaic should be preserved 
regardless of skin colour and its 
purpose to create a united country 
should not be forgotten.
OPINION
JEs CuNNINGham
Vancouver set to 
become a cultural 
cornucopia of life
WHAT’S YOUR VIEW?
The Voice welcomes letters and 
e-mail. Please include your full 
name and phone number. Maxi-
mum suggested length of letters 
os 150 words. Letters may be 
edited for brevity. 
E-MAIL: thevoice@langara.bc.ca
DROP-OFF: Voice mailbox, A227
FAX: 604-323-5398
OPINION
maRIE-aNDREE DEL CID
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By JES CUNNINGHAM 
L
angara’s Social Club will be host-
ing Culture Shock tonight at the 
Lamplighter Pub. 
In what will be the social club’s 
biggest event of the year, it hopes to get 
students together and promote talent 
with a mind to foster community spirit 
and additional scholarship funding.
“I’ve been [at Langara] for five years 
and I’ve noticed . . . I don’t really get a 
chance to socialize with everyone in 
the school,” said club member Kim 
Tompkins. 
“We want to create that sense of 
community and sense of belonging for 
some students.”
Ben Livingston, a marketing student 
and club member, said, “We’re a com-
muter college, everyone comes in and 
out. 
“We want . . . people to chill out, get 
to know their classmates and watch 
some entertainment.” 
 “We also want to display some of the 
talent that Langara has to offer through 
photography, design formation and 
musical talent,” added Tompkins.
Several photography students will 
be displaying their work in the pub, 
along with dresses created by Langa-
ra’s design formation program.
Several Langara performers, such as 
stand-up comedians and interpretive 
dancers, will take the stage. 
Some of the proceeds will be going to 
three student scholarships offered for 
Langara’s business administration pro-
gram. 
 “The focus of the event is on stu-
dents, however the event is open to the 
public. The point of this event is to 
raise money for the scholarships,” said 
Livingston.
The LSC has put on other events like 
trampoline dodgeball at the Extreme 
Air Park in Richmond and dancing at 
Fortune Sound Club. 
A live DJ is set to perform at the end 
of the night, with the LSC expecting ap-
proximately 140 people to be attending 
tomorrow. 
Tickets are $10 each. More informa-
tion is available on the LSC’s Facebook 
page or on Twitter @LangaraSocial, 
#CultureShock. 
LSC’s biggest event of the year 
Marpole 
relocation 
uncertain
JES CUNNINGHAM photo
Culture Shock will be the Langara Social Club’s largest event, held tonight at the Lamplighter Pub from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. Tickets are $10.
Planners propose closing 
the recently refurbished  
community centre with 
an eye to rebuild elsewhere
The social club’s latest function geared towards fundraising
By WARREN JANÉ
The future of the Marpole-Oakridge community remains uncertain.Founded in 1949, the community 
centre is now the topic of discussion 
for a possible relocation to Granville 
Street and reactions to the potential 
move are mixed.
“I think it’s nice where it is right 
now,” said Marpole resident Amy Tam. 
“Obviously you’ve got lots of space 
here and a big field for kids to play. I 
don’t really see any reason why they 
need to move.”
But not all Marpole residents dis-
agree with the proposal.
“It’s kind of a convenient location for 
me here but I guess Granville Street is 
not that far away,” said Marpole resi-
dent Eveline Herrington.
One of the ideas discussed at a re-
cent Marpole Community Plan Work-
shop was to combine the community 
centre with the 
Marpole branch of 
the Vancouver 
Public Library, 
whose lease is 
ending soon.
“It’s a good loca-
tion here, but I 
don’t think it’s that 
bad a location over 
there because east 
of Oak [Street], 
there’s this com-
munity centre and 
the new one by Queen Elizabeth Park,” 
said Marpole resident Cameron Mac-
Gillvary. “There’s quite a few commu-
nity centres already this way, but not 
many aside from Kerrisdale over that 
way, so it could work out well.”
Another centre close by is Sunset 
community centre, located on Main 
Street, just a few blocks from the Lan-
gara campus.
Granville locals, however, were hap-
py to hear about the plan.
“If it moves closer to my house I’ll be 
happy,” said local resident Michelle 
Wetzel. “It seems like a good place. 
There are lots of families there.”
Wetzel said it currently takes half an 
hour to get to the community centre 
from where she lives.
The Marpole-Oakridge community 
centre has recently received numerous 
refurbishments and additions, such as 
new floors and painting, additional of-
fice space, public art installations, a 
walking path around the park and a 
new kitchen.
cam macgiLLvary
Marpole resident
Langara president wants to reduce school waste with recycling 
But environmental studies 
co-ordinator says recycling 
is only part of the solution
By KAYLA ISOMURA
Langara’s new president hopes to completely eliminate waste at the college.
Roy Daykin recently sent a letter to 
the board of governors outlining plans 
to become a “zero waste” school with 
the help of a recycling program. 
But using a recycling program to 
eliminate waste is not entirely possi-
ble, said environmental studies co-or-
dinator Frank Williams.
“I think it’s part of the solution,” he 
said. “I don’t think it’s the solution en-
tirely. It would be a lot better not to use 
stuff in the first place then to recycle 
it.”
However, Williams is happy the pro-
gram is coming.
“Other places have done it so I’d say 
it’s possible [to become waste-free],” he 
said, but warned “you can’t recycle 
endlessly.” 
“Every time you use paper, you lose 
. . . quality but we could reuse a lot 
more than we do now.”
The college wouldn’t comment on 
the program, but Williams speculated 
it is likely focused on solid waste.
This would include compost, paper 
and garbage, he said. 
“The trick is how you diminish the 
amount of garbage so that you can re-
cycle everything one way or another.”
Jim Bowers, geography department 
chair, wouldn’t comment on whether a 
waste-free school was possible without 
further details of the plan.
“I’m sure we could reduce waste if 
that was a question,” he said. “But you 
have to look at defining zero waste and 
what [it] mean[s].”
Bowers was surprised to hear about 
the school’s aims, saying he wasn’t 
sure how the college currently manag-
es its waste.
Neither Williams or Bowers was 
aware of the letter before speaking to 
The Voice.
According to the letter, the program 
includes “a small number of recycling 
bins around the college for wet waste” 
and will be annually audited to show 
its progress.
 
URBAN IMpACt 
WAStE  
MANAGEMENt
 
“We are assisting the 
college in bigger and 
better wys with our 
recycling program 
including wet waste.”
HOW IT
will work
	 Wed. April. 3. 
7 to 10 p.m. at 
Lamplighter Pub 
92 Water St. 
	 Tickets: $10
	 For more  
information see: 
LSC’s Facebook 
page or Twitter  
@LangaraSocial, 
#CultureShock
	
DETAILS
Editor JulEs knox thE dAilY VoicE, wEdnEsdAY, April  3, 2013sports 8
Canucks 
make trade 
before 
deadline 
By PATRICK COLVIN
Canucks general manager Mike Gil-lis wasn’t prepared to wait until the NHL deadline to start making 
trades, but despite speculation, goalie 
Roberto Luongo is still a part of the 
team as of press time.  Yesterday morn-
ing Gillis swapped defensive prospect 
Kevin Connauton and a 2013 second-
round draft pick for Dallas Stars’ cen-
tre Derek Roy.
Although most Canucks fans were 
expecting Gillis to make a trade before 
the today’s deadline, few had Roy on 
their radar. But because the team has 
struggled to find the back of the net 
due to a depleted forward lineup, most 
felt that Gillis needed to make some 
sort of deal.
“We’re really lacking on our second 
line with [left-wing David] Booth and 
[centre Ryan] Kesler out,” said Ben Liv-
ingston, an avid Canucks fan and Lan-
gara student. 
Livingston thinks Connauton wasn’t 
likely to crack the Canucks lineup, but 
he’s also concerned 
about whether Roy 
can stay healthy 
for a Canucks play-
off run.  “I think it’s 
a good [trade] as 
long as he’s not in-
jury riddled like he 
was the last couple 
seasons,” he said.
Roy is in his 
eighth season in 
the NHL and will 
offer a veteran 
presence up front.
Canucks fan 
Shane Adamson pointed out that Roy 
has shown he could be a 30-goal scorer 
in the past, although he only has four 
goals this season. “I think overall it’s a 
good pick up,” he said. “He’ll be a good 
replacement for Kesler until he’s back.”
Roy will be an unrestricted free 
agent at the end of this season, which 
means he is free to sign with any team 
he wants on July 1. As rumours specu-
late that he is looking for $6 million a 
year, Gillis will need to free up cap 
space if he has any hope of signing Roy 
in the off-season.
One way to do this would be to trade 
Luongo. The 33-year-old goaltender 
has an annual cap hit of $5.3 million 
and is signed through the 2021-22 sea-
son.  
Since Luongo was pulled in last 
year’s playoffs, speculation continues 
about a trade out of Vancouver.
Fans watching Monday night’s Ca-
nucks-Sharks game at G Sports Bar 
and Grill were vocal about a potential 
goalie trade. 
Jessica Kelly, a bartender and Ca-
nucks fan, said she thinks the Canucks 
should keep Luongo although she feels 
badly for him. 
“I don’t think Vancouver has treated 
him fairly,” she said. “I don’t think he 
has gotten the credit he deserves.”
Kelly said she has little faith that the 
Canucks will make a Stanley Cup run 
this year. “But I do have hope,” she 
said. 
Gillis was working on more than 
trades yesterday: he also negotiated a 
$10-million contract extension for left-
winger Chris Higgins, keeping him in 
the line-up for another four years.
Team acquires Dallas 
Stars’ centre Derek Roy for 
Kevin Connauton and a 
second round draft pick
Skiers happy with snow season
By BeN BuLmeR
I
t may have felt like summer these 
last few days, but skiers and snow-
boarders still have another month 
to head up the mountain. 
Many Vancouverites are pleased 
that Grouse Mountain has extended its 
winter season until April 28 because of 
excellent snow conditions. The moun-
tain has received more than 10 metres 
of snow this year, giving it a good base 
layer that has carried through to 
spring. 
Markus Pichler has been skiing at 
Grouse since 1968, but he still called 
this year’s snow conditions “absolutely 
beautiful.” 
 “If the weather’s OK, I stay up four 
to five hours,” said Pichler, who sus-
pects he is the oldest skier on the 
mountain at 79 years old. 
Ghyslaine Gatien skis at the moun-
tain at least four times a week. She said 
the mountain is great value and conve-
niently located close to her North Van-
couver home.
“In terms of price, if you compare it 
to Cypress or Mount Seymour we’re 
getting very good value for the dollar,” 
she said. 
Gatien’s children are part of the 
Grouse Mountain Tyee Ski Club, which 
was founded in 1929 and is one of Cana-
da’s oldest ski clubs. 
Gatien said that although she has 
been skiing at Grouse for the last four 
years, she was impressed with this 
year’s conditions.
“Right through to February it was 
fantastic snow,” she said. “Now it’s 
starting to get a little bit mushy, but 
there’s still decent skiing in the morn-
ing.” 
Gladys Tsang said she hits the local 
mountains four or five times a year, but 
this will be her first time up Grouse. 
“The purpose of coming up today is 
for my nephew to have his first ever 
lesson,” she said. “For everything in-
cluded it’s $80, which is not bad.”
Mike Hildeerand has been coming to 
Grouse for seven years and skis sever-
al times a week. He said he likes skiing 
at Grouse because of its low price and 
convenience.
“I can get a family pass for $1,000,” 
he said. “That’s two teenagers, my wife 
and myself.” 
Hildeerand said Cypress Mountain 
is too far to drive, but he can take tran-
sit to Grouse Mountain.
“I usually work nights, so I’ll take 
[transit] in the morning and come up 
for half a day.” 
Hildeerand also likes Grouse be-
cause the mountain has easy terrain 
for those just starting out as well as 
some steep runs for intermediate and 
advanced skiers.
Grouse Mountain is currently open 
from 9 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily.
OPeN eVeRydAy
From 9 a.m. to 10 p.m.
fuLL dAy LIfT PAss
Adult: $58
Youth (13 to 18): $45
Child (5 to 12): $25
Senior (65+): $45
NIghT LIfT PAss
Adult: $48
Youth (13 to 18): $40
Child (5 to 12): $22
Senior (65+): $40
VIsITORs PeR yeAR
1.2 million people
source: grouse mountain
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information
Langara basketball player recognized for academic efforts
Vancouverites enjoy Grouse Mountain because of its prices, location
BEN BULMER photo
Colby Ho and Gladys Tsang get ready to head up Grouse Mountain for some snowboarding. The mountain will be open until April 28.
By DEANNA CHENG
When Devin McMurtry’s long legs made him too lanky to play soccer, he never imagined that 
he’d end up playing for one of the top 
college basketball teams in the coun-
try. But the Surrey native switched 
sports, and his hard work and determi-
nation paid off both in school and on 
the court. 
The 20-year-old was recognized as 
an academic stand out at the All-Cana-
dian banquet held at the Canadian Col-
legiate Athletic Association’s national 
championships.
“To get where I am today, I’ve had to 
work really hard athletically so why 
not transfer that to my academics?” 
McMurtry said. “Basketball only lasts 
so long anyways, right? If I can transfer 
my work ethics to my academics, it will 
help me for the rest of my life.”
Despite injuries in high school, Mc-
Murtry never gave up on basketball. 
“I’ll play out all my years of basket-
ball right now and then stop,” he said. 
“There is no going back. The chance of 
regret is what keeps me playing,” he 
said.
He said he isn’t as naturally athletic 
as his teammates but works hard on 
the basketball court.
 “Devin is very strong. He puts a lot 
of time in the weight room and builds 
his body,” said Paul Eberhardt, McMur-
try’s coach. “He doesn’t get pushed 
around easily.”
During his first year, McMurtry 
found it tough to balance basketball 
practices with 
school but it be-
came easier once 
he found the 
rhythm of his 
schedule.
He transitioned 
from practicing 
two to three times 
a week at a Surrey 
high school to al-
most everyday.
Eberhardt said 
McMurtry finds a way to manage his 
time exceptionally well.
“On road trips, I’d put him in the 
room with other quiet players or play-
ers working on their school work,” he 
said. “They just stay in and study qui-
etly together.” 
As a third-year player, McMurtry 
gives back to the team in many ways. 
One of them is being a mentor to the 
younger players, helping them out with 
their skills, said Eberhardt.
This attitude is a tribute to previous 
Langara players who encouraged Mc-
Murtry when he was 17 years old and 
thin. They were competitive but friend-
ly, he said. 
Eberhardt said he is also a flexible 
player because he can score points or 
tip the ball in defence.
“He gives best effort whether he 
plays for five minutes or 20,” Eberhardt 
said.
Eberhardt would take “a dozen 
Devins every year,” he said. 
This is the last season for McMurtry 
because it is his last academic year at 
Langara. 
Winning the provincials and getting 
third in the country is a great way to 
end it, McMurtry said. 
 “I’m happy where I am right now be-
cause I’ve done the best I possibly 
could.” 
McMurtry plans to live in Seattle 
this summer and is hoping to play for 
UBC or UNBC in the future. 
Devin 
McMurtry 
played for 
the best 
basketball 
team in the 
province, 
but still 
took time 
to study for 
school 
Ben LIvIngston
Canucks fan and  
Langara student
DevIn mCmurtry
